Early Years Service wraparound environment audit tool
	Name of Provider:
	 

	Date completed:
	

	Completed by:
	



This tool can be used to reflect upon your provision’s physical and emotional learning environment.

Judgement key: Please reflect on each of the questions that follow and decide which of the below judgements would be a ‘best fit’ response:
	Emerging
	Select ‘emerging’ if your response to the question would be no, never, or sometimes

	Developing
	Select ‘developing’ if your response to the question would be often, or something is not yet consistently embedded

	Embedded
	Select ‘embedded’ if your response to the question would be yes or always
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Early Years Service Wraparound Environment audit– June 2024
	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Embedded

	Is the Indoor space sufficient for the numbers of children with adequate lighting, temp control, ventilation and in a good state of repair
	
	
	

	Is there Space for gross motor activities – indoors and outdoors, with a variety of surfaces for different activities
	
	
	

	Is there space for privacy – space set aside for individuals – SEND/quiet time /small group activities 
	
	
	

	Is the environment safe, secure and well-maintained?
	
	
	

	Does the room arrangement allow for different types of play/use?
	
	
	

	Are the children able to choose their own activities?
	
	
	

	Does the environment allow children to use it independently?
	
	
	

	Are the children able to easily tidy up, for example, labelled baskets, open shelving, not overcrowded?
	
	
	

	Are children able to freely move between the indoor and outdoor environment?
	
	
	

	Are all 7 areas of learning available within your environment? (if catering for EY children) 
	
	
	

	Does the environment enable children to take the lead in their play and learning?
	
	
	

	Is there sufficient space for eating, rest time, storage of personal items? 
	
	
	

	Is there equipment for gross motor activities indoors and outdoors? 
	
	
	

	Does the environment provide opportunity to take managed risks?
	
	
	

	Does the out of school club have dedicated provision or sole access to shared provision when it is open? 
	
	
	

	Is the environment organised so staff can easily supervise children visually?
	
	
	

	Is the environment zoned to allow multiple areas of play/exploration to take place simultaneously?
	
	
	

	Are play zones arranged so activities are not frequently interrupted, for example, not in walk through areas? 
	
	
	

	Are play zones arranged so activities do not interfere with each other, for example, avoiding a construction zone alongside a calm book zone?
	
	
	

	Is there space for personal needs of staff? (separate area from the children) 
	
	
	

	Is there space for professional needs of staff? (access to phone, file storage, confidential space to talk)
	
	
	


Space and Furnishings – physical environment
Health and safety and wellbeing
	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Embedded

	Are all relevant policies in place and accessible for parents? 
	
	
	

	Do you have photographs of staff displayed for children/parents to see?
	
	
	

	Is there an area for managing health – if a child becomes sick, needs first aid treatment? 
	
	
	

	Do you have/practise emergency safety procedures – fire drill, evacuations, lock down procedure – at least one person with relevant Paediatric First Aid is on the premises?*
	
	
	

	Do you have risk assessments in place and carry out daily checks to ensure children’s safety? 
	
	
	

	Do you have suitable attendance procedures in place – including what to do if a child does not arrive?  
	
	
	

	Are there secure procedures for departure that ensure children’s safety?  
	
	
	

	Are there suitable places to prepare nutritious meals and snacks? (do you consider diet, allergy and religious needs, provide suitable space for eating, water available)? +
	
	
	

	Do you ensure suitable hygiene practices are followed? (handwashing etc)
	
	
	

	Are there places where children can sit and talk together?
	
	
	


Activities and programme structure
	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Embedded

	Do you offer a consistent, but flexible, daily routine?
	
	
	

	Do you display a visual timetable of your routine? 
	
	
	

	Do you offer regular opportunities for movement?
	
	
	

	Are there opportunities to use the wider community – for example, outings? 
	
	
	

	Do you support children’s awareness of the daily routine?
	
	
	

	Do you share with children how to keep the environment tidy, and look after our resources?
	
	
	

	Do you reduce periods of ‘waiting’ for children?
	
	
	

	Do you offer varied activity levels for children, for example, active and rest
	
	
	

	Do you offer a variety of activities 
· Arts and crafts – learn new skills, complete different projects (sometimes over time)
· Music and movement – access to music, either as a group activity or individually
· Blocks and construction – age-appropriate tools and construction equipment available
· Drama/theatre – pretend play props and dressing up
· Language and reading activities – access to various texts, books, visits to local or school library, shared story time
· Maths/reasoning activities – games, puzzles and activities
· Science/nature activities -concepts introduced – re-cycling, eco-friendly, sand, water play
· Cultural awareness – activities and resources reflect different cultures and backgrounds, includes challenging stereotypes, promoting acceptance of others
	
	
	


Interactions
	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Embedded

	Do you have plans in place for the arrival and departure of children? Including where children may be at an activity club after school and will arrive later
	
	
	

	Is there time to share information with parents/teachers at arrival and departure times? 
	
	
	

	Are there good interactions, talking, conversations, supporting exploration of ideas between staff and children? 
	
	
	

	Do staff support children to understand acceptable behaviour? 
	
	
	

	Is there clear guidance about expectations for behaviour shared with staff, parents and children? Is there a behaviour policy/guidance? 
	
	
	

	Can children make choices and take the lead in selecting and initialising activities? 
	
	
	

	Do staff supervise children effectively? (help children to use equipment, adjust for age and stage of development, show appreciation of children’s efforts and accomplishments) 
	
	
	

	Do staff help children interact with others to talk, share ideas, problem solve and show positive social skills? 
	
	
	

	Do staff share information with parents? (about activities, H&S, improvements/changes for the club) 
	
	
	

	Do staff have time to talk with each other, plan sessions, (staff meetings) and know and understand their roles and responsibilities? 
	
	
	

	Do staff talk with teachers to ensure they are meeting children’s needs effectively (SEND, accidents, home life)? 
	
	
	


Staff – leadership and staff development
	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Embedded

	Are there regular meetings between those in charge of the provision and the host or other providers (where provision is hub model, PVI or CM and schools)? 
	
	
	

	Are there opportunities for staff professional development? 
	
	
	

	Do you have regular staff meetings? 
	
	
	

	Is there effective supervision and monitoring in place for staff? 
Do you offer the opportunity for peer observations to support staff development? 
	
	
	


Special educational needs and/or disabilities support
	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Embedded

	Do you ensure that your environment and activities are inclusive for all children?
	
	
	

	Do you consult with other professionals to assist in planning individual programmes for exceptional children? 
	
	
	

	Do you make sure you talk with parents, teachers, other professionals to ensure consistency in support for children? 
	
	
	

	Do you adapt practice and make sure all children can be included? For example, consider room arrangement, visual signs, how to encourage independence.  
	
	
	

	Do you provide repeated opportunities for learning and practising skills? 
	
	
	

	Do you help children manage transitions during the sessions and provide alternatives if needed? 
	
	
	

	Do you help children interact and play with others? 
	
	
	

	Do you promote children’s communication skills? 
	
	
	



PFAC* if only one person qualified are the First Aid arrangements ensuring that children will receive timely support and help? 
Meals and snacks + providers of wraparound care on school premises must have regard for the School Food Standards  
Documents linked to this audit tool. 
· Harms,T: Vineberg Jacobs, E; Romano White,D (1996) School Age care Environment Rating Scale
· Early years foundation stage (EYFS) statutory framework - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
· School food standards practical guide - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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