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Information on the Gloucestershire County Council website at: 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/warden-hill-school-project

Proposal to replace the school buildings at 
Warden Hill Primary School
Background
Warden Hill Primary School is a two form entry primary school (420 pupils) located in Durham Close, Warden Hill, Cheltenham.
Warden Hill Primary is rated as an ‘outstanding’ school by Ofsted, however, surveys of the buildings show the school is in need of extensive refurbishment. The council has identified Warden Hill Primary School as its highest priority in terms of condition works to be undertaken within the county. 
In 2018 Gloucestershire County Council consulted on the proposal to expand the school to a three form entry school (630 pupils). The decision to expand the school was deferred to March 2020 to so that the latest birth data could be reviewed, and a decision was subsequently taken not to expand the school as there would be sufficient capacity for pupil numbers in the area. 
Funding was originally approved to expand Warden Hill Primary School and to address condition issues at the school within current premises. Although the expansion is not being progressed at this time, the condition of the buildings remains a significant concern and in November 2020 Gloucestershire County Council’s cabinet approved additional funding to replace the existing school buildings. Detailed investigations showed that retaining the existing buildings through an extensive maintenance programme would not be an efficient use of resources and it would be better to replace the school buildings.

What size will the school be?
Currently the school has an admission number of 60 and an overall permanent capacity of 420. The number of pupils at the school will remain unchanged.  There are no plans to expand the school at the present time.
Will pupils be in temporary accommodation during the build?
No. The school site is large enough for the existing school buildings to remain in place while the new school is being built. Once the new school is built the pupils will move into the new building and the old school will be demolished.
How do you make sure you minimise taking up green space on a school site?
Design consultants have worked hard to make sure the school has the required green space along with external hard play spaces. We have worked with the school to ensure their 

requirements for play space is met. The proposed new single building has a smaller footprint and is a more efficient use of the space. 
Will this require planning permission?
Planning permission will be required for any proposals. The Local Planning Authority (Gloucestershire County Council) will provide an independent assessment of the proposed work, which will also be reviewed by other statutory bodies. It will be for them to decide whether to grant planning permission and where necessary to put in place conditions to manage the development, including making sure there is minimal disruption during construction.
Will there be extra traffic?
As this proposal is to replace an existing building there will be no additional pupils or staff travelling to school. Gloucestershire County Council Highways will be consulted as part of the planning application process and will have the opportunity to make recommendations for improvements as part of the planning consent conditions.  
The proposed design improves access to the school, provides additional parking on site for staff and visitors and improves access for delivery vehicles.
The school is part of the ‘School Streets’ initiative. The School Streets trial started on Tuesday 3 November 2020. The trial will last up to 18 months. You can find information about the School Streets initiative at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/road-safety/school-streets-scheme-trial/warden-hill-primary-school. The school also operates a ‘walking bus’ that has had a positive impact on pupils travelling to school.
How and when would any building work be carried out?
Subject to planning consent the work could start in summer 2021and finish in spring 2023. The building work would be carried out by contractors who are experienced in making sure that there is as little disruption to the children’s education as possible. The work would be scheduled to maximise the available school holiday periods and to minimise disruption to the operation of the school and to local neighbours. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Will the new building be sustainable?
The replacement building will be designed in line with the council’s commitment to becoming carbon neutral by 2030. The new building will have solar panels on the roof and also be fitted with air source heat pumps. The building will use natural ventilation and not air conditioning.
Can the proposed design be extended should the need for expansion be required in the future?
The proposed building has been designed so that it could be extended in the future should this be needed. If additional primary school places are needed within the local area in the future, the council would consult with not only Warden Hill, but with all relevant primary schools in the local area. 
image1.jpeg
estershire

COUNTY COUNCIL

Asonowall XY, fechi
B8 disability

noruL DIVERSITY | a6
fimars confident
vaEsE s XS

upLovER

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk




