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Guidance for completing the Application form for wraparound funding. 
The National Wraparound Childcare Programme funding grants will only focus on primary school-aged children from reception to year 6, Monday to Friday during term time.  The funding period will run until April 2026, and the government expects that most schools will be able to deliver wraparound childcare that is self-financing and sustainable by September 2026. 
What can funding be used for? 
Funding can be used to create new or expand existing provision to expand existing provision. This could mean creating or adding new facilities, increasing the number of places offered, employing additional staff or extending current session time. The aim is to make sure parents have access to sustainable childcare places now and in the future. We have carried out surveys to see where likely demand for places may be and will work with schools and other providers to ensure that children who are currently on a waiting list have access to the places that they need. We anticipate that in some areas neighbouring schools and providers may wish to work collaboratively to secure provision for children and families.

Funding could support innovative delivery options and help meet shortfalls between expenditure and income from parental fees in the initial establishing phases. Funding will be tapered, with the majority paid in year one. Provision is expected to be financially sustainable through income from parental fees going forward.

Fees and charges will need to take into account affordability for working parents and offer the ability for parents to access financial support through the government’s Childcare Choices. Parents/carers of primary school-aged children who are eligible for Universal Credit childcare (support for up to 85% subsidy of their costs) or Tax-Free Childcare (covering 20% of costs up to £2k a year or up to £4k for disabled children) can use this financial support to help pay for wrapround. Schools and providers will be encouraged to sign up to accept these. Schools can also look at children in receipt of pupil premium and the terms that apply to this funding to determine whether it can be used to help pay for wraparound provision to help children attend school more regularly and support mental health, wellbeing, and safeguarding.  

Schools and providers are invited to apply for Wraparound childcare grant funding but must ensure that their intended offer does not duplicate or replace existing provision available in their local area. 

Who can apply? 
The grant is available to all schools and trusts educating primary school aged children, private voluntary and independent (PVI) providers including early years settings and childminders. 

If you are a PVI provider including early years settings and childminders then you must be registered with Ofsted or in the case of childminders with Ofsted or a relevant childminder agency. If you are looking to set up new provision you can apply for revenue funding to obtain registration with Ofsted which must be in place before any other funding will be released. For more information on what you need to do to register with Ofsted follow the link -  Childminders and childcare providers: register with Ofsted - Guidance 
If you are a school providing wraparound childcare directly, as part of their governance arrangements, you do not need to register with Ofsted on either the GCR or EYR, however you must adhere to the same standards. More information on Ofsted registration, including exemptions, is available here: Registering school-based provision with Ofsted (publishing.service.gov.uk).

Applications 
There will be two opportunities to submit applications for wraparound childcare grants during the current financial year:

1. 1 June to 30 June 2024
2. 2 September – 27 September 2024
  
All applications for grants need to be submitted using the online form on the GCC wraparound website page, which will be available during the above periods. Providers can apply within both rounds if they are building upon their previous application.
After the end of each application period above, a grant evaluation panel will consider applications for funding and will aim to let applicants know the outcome within four weeks after the closure of the application window. Payments can be expected within one week of notification following Head of Early Years approvals and receipt of your signed grant agreement.

All grant applications must comply with the DfE criteria outlined in the Wraparound childcare guidance for schools 

What can the funding be used for? 
There are two funding streams – capital funding – Childcare Expansion Capital Grant funding, (To be considered capital expenditure the asset must bring an economic benefit, and able to be depreciated, over more than one financial year) and revenue (delivery) funding. 
The funding is to fund new and expanded wraparound provision to meet current demand or guarantee supply to build future demand. The definition of wraparound care for the funding is care that is available directly before and after the school day from 8am to 6pm (or equivalent, if data shows that local demand is for different hours) during school term time for primary school age children. It should not require parents to pick their children up from school and drop them off at another location. 
Capital grant funding and what it can be used for 
· Building modifications to enable use of space outside main school/setting operating hours, e.g., secure external access, outside lighting to enable outdoor space to be used year-round. 
· Building modifications to adapt space for use to deliver inclusive wraparound childcare. 
· Improvements to storage 
· New physical assets such as minibus purchase (to support a hub model of wrapround provision), play equipment (including outdoor play equipment), or tables and chairs. 

NB - This funding grant is for capital purposes only and cannot be used for revenue expenditure of any kind, such as training or staff costs, resources/assets that do not meet the definition of capital expenditure given above (such as toys, books, clothing), etc. in addition it cannot be used for routine maintenance or refurbishment of premises; capital works to maintain and improve the condition of the school estate, which should continue to be covered by Devolved Formula Capital funding (DFC), the Condition Improvement Fund (CIF) or School Condition Allocations (SCA); childcare providers not providing wraparound care.

Delivery grant funding and what it can be used for 
· Staffing 
· Training – including for SEND support. 
· Transport costs e.g. minibus hire.
· Resources – except where the equipment or supplies have an expected shelf life of more than one year where either the purchase price is more than £500 or is a group of lower value items where the combined value is in excess of £500 (Capital funding must be used for such purchases)
· Contribute to running costs while demand builds (provision will need to be self-sustaining by September 2026 
· New providers – contribute to Ofsted registration.
NB – this funding grant should not be used to subsidise the cost of places which should be paid for by parents nor should it be used to subsidise the running costs of existing provision except as above where the provision is expanding up to 2026. 
How do I apply? 
Please use the online application from on the wraparound webpage. 
The application form is in sections: 
Section 1: information about the provider
Section 2: New wraparound provision
Section 3: Existing EY or wraparound provision
New provision not needing Ofsted registration or expanding current provision:
If applying for either capital or revenue (not both) funding only please complete Sections 1 and 3 of the application form
If applying for both capital and revenue funding please complete sections 1 and 2 of the application form 
Please include detailed breakdown of these costs in your business/action plan that must be sent with your application. 

New provision needs Ofsted registration: 
Please apply for revenue funding completing sections 1 and 3 of the application form
You can then submit a further application for capital and /or revenue funding once confirmation of the registration with Ofsted has been received. 
For capital grants please note that any grant awarded in principle will be based on the costs quoted which must be supported by at least one quote / estimates for works under £1,000 and three quotes / estimates for works above that but below £179,000.  We will contact you following receipt of your application for quotations.  
Any project requiring planning permission or professional drawings should provide build estimates at time of submission and also include these professional fees. If an award is given in principle, it will be based on gaining the appropriate planning permission and approval of a detailed breakdown of costings before any payment is received.
Projects cannot be funded in retrospect and should not be started until any funding is approved.  
How will the grant be evaluated? 

Grant applications will be evaluated by a panel and a decision made based on the extent that: 
· The application is approved by the school on which it operates/is in the local catchment area
· Childcare providers and childminders delivering wraparound childcare must be registered with Ofsted, or in the case of childminders, Ofsted, or a childminder agency.
· The grant supports the grant criteria as detailed in the wraparound progamme grant funding gudiance
· The funding will be used to create or expand wraparound childcare provision. 
· The panel is confident of delivery within the timescales.
· The application matches our understanding of supply and demand from the school census, provider surveys and County Council surveys
· For capital grants the relevant quotes have been provided
· All questions on the application form have been completed

How long will it take to find out if I have been successful with my application? 

A grant evaluation panel will consider applications for funding and will aim to let applicants know the outcome within four weeks after the closure of the application window.

What reporting and management information is needed as part of the funding? 

Applicants will need to provide complete management information as part of the grant agreement on a termly basis and self-monitor to the wraparound childcare quality framework. Failure to provide this information may result in the withholding of funding for year 2.

A monitoring form is being drafted that will be provided on the webpage or via email to providers for completion which we expect to contain the following details along with details about how the monies have been spent and a rationale for any unspent monies and how this will be used between September 2024 and September 2026:
· Number of children on waiting lists 
· Detail on the days & times of provision including start and finish times for each day provision is available 
· Number of places that need to be created to meet demand, both current and anticipated future demand in September 24 and September 26; 
· Take up of additional funded places and additional places filled 
· Information on cost to parents per hour / session; 
· Number of staff currently delivering wraparound and required to meet anticipated demand, any barriers to engaging with staff to meet current and future demand;
· Training provided to staff
· Charging information, both charging structures i.e. flat hourly rate, flat session rate, variable rate and charge.
· Complaints/compliments received

