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Archaeology Charging Schedule
Why we are introducing charges for historic environment (archaeological) planning advice
The Local Government Act 2003 and the Localism Act 2011 gives local authorities the power to charge. We are bound to ensure that income from any charges does not exceed the costs of providing that service. The charges will help Gloucestershire County Council’s Heritage Team recover the service’s rising costs for providing archaeological planning and land management advice. Our charges are based on an assessment of direct and indirect staff costs to the council and consider any existing contributions to meeting the costs of service provision.
Charges for supplying Historic Environment Record (HER) data are listed separately at: Request archaeological data from Gloucestershire's Historic Environment Record (HER) | Gloucestershire County Council
When
The start date for charging for archaeological planning and land management advice is 01/04/2026 and the charging schedule will be reviewed annually thereafter. 
From this date, charges will be applied to all new casework and for new stages of on-going archaeological assessments/investigations.
Archaeological Advice Charges
The charges are for our expertise in quality controlling archaeological work and development to ensure compliance with national and local planning policy and accordance with best practice guidance. The charges also apply to any developments which fall outside local planning authority 
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decision making such as utility pipelines, cables and nationally significant infrastructure projects.
Charging is based on standard or routine involvement in projects that will cover most cases within Gloucestershire (excluding Gloucester City and South Gloucestershire which are covered by neighbouring authorities and archaeological advisors). Exceptions may apply dependent upon unique site circumstances at the direction of the Gloucestershire County Council Heritage Team. Where variations are necessary, all parties will be advised as soon as feasible.
Definitions of the charging categories are the number of residential units or the size of other development based on the area encompassed by the boundary of the proposal or planning application. These categories are broken down into assessment (typically ‘evaluation’) and post assessment (typically ‘fieldwork investigation’ stages), for which there are separate charges. 
Where no site monitoring visit (or pre-agreed alternative) is required given the nature of work, for example, desk-based assessments, palaeoenvironmental assessments or geophysical survey, there will be no charge unless further archaeological assessment or investigation is necessary, at which point a brief will be issued and the relevant charge(s) raised. 
Where archaeological advice is already included in a Planning Performance Agreement (PPA) between the applicant and Gloucestershire County Council or local planning authority, no additional charge will be made under this charging schedule. Where a PPA is in place only up to planning submission, but there is no PPA in place for post-consent works, then for monitoring and regulation of post-consent archaeological programmes, an appropriate charge will be made in accordance with this schedule.
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Pre-application advice (which does not form part of a PPA) is exempt from charging under this schedule until the point an archaeological brief needs to be commissioned by the applicant or developer. This is typically at the point of intrusive assessment works being required, such as archaeological trial-trenching.  
Householder extensions including those to listed buildings are exempt from charges.

What's included in the charge
Assessment and post-assessment (‘investigation’) responses will include the following products: 
o Discussion with the applicant and/or their agents on the archaeological potential of the proposal area and impacts of the scheme; the need for, timing of and types of assessment; the assessment results including recommendations as to the enhancement of, or avoidance or reduction of harm to the significance of heritage assets of archaeological interest; and the need for and scope of any further stages of work including the recording of heritage assets where their significance is to be lost 
o	Advice including setting the scope of assessment or post-assessment works including investigation, in writing – ‘Project Brief’ (valid for 1 year) for the direction of a responding Project Design (PD). A brief will usually be provided within 15 working days from payment for advice.
o Review of a submitted PD and provision of a written response will usually be completed within 15 working days. Where the PD is found to be unsatisfactory, review of an amended version will be required and may fall outside the 15 working days period.
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· Monitoring of assessment or post-assessment works including site visits. As a guide, a maximum number of site visits according to category would be, e.g. Category 1 = 0 visit; Category 2 = 1x visit; category 3 = 2x visits; category 4 and 5 up to 4 visits; categories 6 and 7 up to 5 visits and category 8 to be agreed. Additional or urgent visits above this may levy extra charges at a cost of £250 per visit
o	Scrutiny of reports and outcomes (per stage and phase of work) including delivery of public engagement (where appropriate), usually within 30 working days of submission of the relevant documentation to the Heritage Team and prior to formal submission to the planning authority

Charging Schedule
Charges in the Schedule below are inclusive of 20% VAT (shown in bold). VAT is charged.
Charging Categories
Development categories 1- 8 are defined as follows:

	Category
	Description of work
	Assessment (often known as ‘evaluation’)
	Post-assessment (including fieldwork investigation)

	1
	Development of a historic building (demolition and/or conversion)
	Not applicable
	(£200) £240 incl. VAT

	2
	1 residential unit or other development < 0.25Ha
	(£180) £216 incl. VAT
	(£280) £336 incl. VAT

	3
	2-10 residential units or other development 0.25Ha- 0.5Ha
	(£300) £360 incl. VAT
	(£500) £600 incl. VAT

	4

	11-49 residential units or other development 0.5-2Ha 
	(£480) £576 incl. VAT
	(£800) £960 incl. VAT

	5
	50-95 residential units or other development 2-4Ha
	(£600) £720 incl. VAT
	(£1000) £1200 incl. VAT

	

	
	
	

	6
	96-240 residential units or other development 4-10Ha
	(£800) £960 incl. VAT
	(£1400) £1680 incl. VAT

	7
	241-999 residential units or other development 10-20Ha
	(£1300) £1560 incl. VAT
	(£1700) £2040 incl. VAT

	8
	Development is over 1000 residential units or other development over 20Ha.

This category also includes
major infrastructure projects such as a significant linear project (pipeline, road, rail or cable route), quarry or energy scheme. 
	(£2200) £2640 incl. VAT
	(£3000) £3600 incl. VAT



What you need to do
You will be required to email: planadvice@gloucestershire.gov.uk to initiate the production of a brief for the relevant assessment or post-assessment stage and make payment online at  https://forms.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ArchaeologicalAdvicePayment. The charge will be based on the details submitted on the request form; therefore, archaeological contractors and agents must ensure their client is aware of the charges for the relevant categories in advance. 
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